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20 March 2018 
Ref: 71/2018 
 
Mr David Duffy 
Director 
Akalan Projects Pty Ltd  
 
E: dduffy@akalan.com.au 
 
 
Dear Mr Duffy 

 
St George Specialist Centre 
Proposed Pedestrian Bridge 

 

I respond to your request to provide an assessment in relation to the proposal to 
construct a pedestrian bridge over South Street to link between the existing St George 
Private Hospital and the proposed Specialist Centre development. 
 
There is a pedestrian refuge island in South Street at the entrance to St George Private 
Hospital which currently provides for pedestrian crossing movements to/from the 
hospital, the railway station/bus interchange, town centre and the hospital parking 
facilities located just to the north of South Street. 
 
The pedestrian refuge island and the surrounding road circumstances are shown on the 
aerial images provided in Appendix A including the proximity of the island to the Princes 
Highway intersection and the queuing of cars across the pedestrian crossing point.  The 
difficulty that pedestrians experience crossing at this location has been the subject of 
consideration by Council and RMS in the past.  However RMS would not agree to the 
provision of a marked footcrossing due to the proximity to the Princes Highway 
intersection and the multiple traffic lanes (i.e. marked footcrossings can only be 
approved where there is just one traffic lane in each direction) and the queuing 
circumstances. 
 
The results of traffic surveys at the location are provided in Appendix B (albeit 
undertaken some years ago) showing: 

- Peak pedestrian crossing movements of up to 159 pph 
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- Peak vehicle movements of: 

AM PM 
523 465 

 
- Constant queue lengths extending across the pedestrian crossing area 

 
Pedestrian crossing movements have increased since the time of these surveys due to: 

- The increase in activities at the hospital 

- The increased provision for hospital parking in the new multi-level carpark on 
Hogben Street 

 
The proposed new Specialist Centre on the northern side of South Street will act to 
further increase the pedestrian crossing movements due to the significant “interaction” 
between the hospital and the specialist centre.  The heightened circumstances in relation 
to pedestrian safety and convenience include: 
 

- The intended (necessary) use of the existing hospital ‘set-down/pick-up’ facility 
for dual use by the Specialist Centre (i.e. heightening the number of crossings).  
There is a NO STOPPING restriction on the South Street site frontage for the 
Specialist Centre site which will present set-down/pick-up activities 

- It will not be realistic or safe for wheel chairs or incapacitated trolley patients to 
cross the roadway 

- The increased volume of pedestrian movements related to staff, patients and 
visitors 

 
There is no available “alternative treatment” to improve the at-grade pedestrian crossing 
circumstances particularly as RMS will not agree to the provision of a traffic signal-
controlled pedestrian crossing (the RMS Design Guidelines specify a minimum 
separation between traffic signals of 130m). 
 
It is quite apparent that the provision of the proposed pedestrian bridge provides the only 
realistic and practical solution to the pedestrian crossing problem. 
 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
Ross Nettle 
Director 
Transport and Traffic Planning Associates 
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AERIAL IMAGES 
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TRAFFIC SURVEYS 

 




















